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When the smoke and dust cleared after a deadly explosion in Iraq, a team of 

unassuming heroes emerged from the devastation. 

Members of the U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville, Coalition 

Munitions Clearance (CMC) Program, came to the rescue of U.S. Soldiers after a vehicle- 

borne improvised explosive device detonated on a bridge near Mahmoudiya, Iraq June 

10.   

The incident killed three U.S. Soldiers and wounded six.  Using a Bradley vehicle 

to remove piles of rubble, the CMC team freed three people from the collapsed bridge.    

“My first vision was a tremendous detonation, much larger than the typical 

improvised explosive device,” said Jackie Smith, CMC security manager.  “As we 

approached, the eastern side of the overpass was down, and I could see personnel trapped 

in the rubble.” 

Arriving just two minutes after the incident, the CMC team was the first on the 

scene and rushed to render aid to the Soldiers.     

Scott Rider, CMC safety manager, said when the team approached the area they 

encountered splintered wood, exposed rebar, concrete and dazed Soldiers covered in dust 

from the explosion. 

Despite the chaotic scene, Smith said Rider went above and beyond his job duties 

and took control of the rescue operation.     



“Scott was not obligated to join the rescue, nor was it his responsibility to take 

charge,” Smith said.  “What he did was to place himself in harm’s way with total 

disregard for his own safety, take charge and get those in the rubble out.” 

Rider said he does not think he did anything out of the ordinary.  He said there 

was only one choice — help the injured Soldiers.   

“I do not recall deciding to do anything,” Rider said.   “Once I saw the injured 

Soldiers, the decision was made for me.” 

With people being trapped under the concrete, Rider said he knew he needed to 

act quickly.  He carried jacks up to the pile of rubble and began removing debris to free 

the trapped Soldiers. Realizing the jacks were insufficient to remove the concrete, Rider 

devised a plan to get straps under the collapsed wall and use a Bradley vehicle to lift the 

wall off the trapped people.   

“Scott was the one who actually placed himself in harm’s way by sliding the 

straps and toe cables under the t-wall so the t-wall could be lifted,” Smith said.  “He took 

charge and got a noncommissioned officer and Iraqi interpreter out.”   

Additionally, 13 CMC contractors with Armor Group Iraq assisted with providing 

first aid and security during the rescue.   

“These brave young and not so young men risked their lives to provide aid to U.S. 

Army personnel,” Smith said.  “In my opinion, there would have been greater injuries 

and probably more loss of life had these brave men not done what they did without 

thought to their own safety.” 


